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Well, we had some really good events over the summer term, I hope everyone who came enjoyed 
them and got a lot out of them. The weather for sailing wasn’t exactly summer and the lack of wind 
in the afternoon meant that the word ‘sailing’ needs to be used sparingly. Thank you to Blackwell 
Sailing for taking us out. 
 
If anyone would like to try sailing then just phone them up and you can go as individuals you do 
not need to go as a group. 
Blackwell Sailing, Bowness on Windermere, 01539 445333 
 
So……  What’s coming up this term? 
 
I am trying something new this term – Signing Fun sessions. 
 I will be bringing some toys and games along and we can practice our signing skills. This 
will not lead to a qualification but those of us who have level 1 and have never used it since we did 
our exam, or have done family sign and never used it or would just like to learn some then come 
along. This is open to any age and it is for the all the family. If you want to bring a game to learn to 

sign then bring it along.  
 
Whitehaven – Sunday 24th September, 3-5pm 
Always another way, Sneckyeat Industrial Estate, Whitehaven, 
CA28 8PF 
 
Barrow – Sunday October 8th 3-5pm 

Cumbria Deaf Association, 217 Duke Street, Barrow, LA14 1XT 
 
Kendal – Sunday November 19th 3-5pm (Possibly have some firework related fun) 
Cumbria Deaf Association, 5 Castle Street, Kendal, LA9 7AD 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=bsl+signing+picture&id=2AB50CA4527ECD51C4DA8F6338DE459F50B3EE9F&FORM=IQFRBA
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I know some may think it’s too early to think about Christmas but here are some dates for your 
diary 
 
Carlisle and Eden Deaf Children’s Society are organising the 
following Christmas activities. 
 
Christmas Party – Carlisle 
Saturday 2nd December 2-4pm, Yewdale community centre. For 
ages 0-8 years. Games, activities, food and a special visitor. 
 
Christmas trip 
Laserquest and McDonalds, Sunday 3rd Dec,  3pm start. 2 
games of laser quest followed by tea in McDonalds, Scotch 

Street, Carlisle. 
 
Christmas Party – Barrow 
Saturday 9th December 3-5pm, Games, food and presents. 
Cumbria Deaf Association, 217 Duke Street, Barrow, LA14 1XT 
 
 
Pantomime trip, Carlisle – the date is still to be set. 
 

 
I am hoping to run an activity day in October for young people aged between 8-13. 
This will hopefully involve indoor climbing and bouldering, then a ropes course in the 
afternoon. I am looking at holding this in the half term holiday. If your young person 
would like to come on this I would be grateful if you could let me know whether they 
could come in half term or whether a different date would be better. 
 
 

 
 
Every year NDCS hold regional meetings for their groups. The northern one is in Leeds November 11th. I 
am hoping to go and if anyone would like to come with me and chat to others who run local groups then 
please let me know. There are children’s activities available if you need to bring your children with you. 
 

 
Keep an eye on the NDCS website. It is free to be a member of NDCS (National 
Deaf Children’s Society) and they run some superb events for families and children 
and young people.  3 Cumbrian children have just been to Chorley with them this 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=jX+xA4gY&id=706D0F79B7DF813374EE76456502FFA62E7CB2DF&thid=OIP.jX-xA4gY3U6WZ0gWrzNRnQA8Ax&q=ndcs+logo&simid=608026972652441454&selectedIndex=0
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summer and enjoyed Kayaking, canoeing, rock climbing, low ropes and crate stacking. This was provided 
free, The children came home very happy and very exhausted. The family events for families who have had 
a child recently diagnosed and the starting school weekends are a wealth of information and the childcare is 
superb, all provided free. There is also a wealth of information about every possible aspect of bringing up a 
deaf child or young person. 
 
CHSWG – Children’s Hearing Service Working Group. 
 
Children’s Hearing Services Working Groups (CHSWGs) ensure that the services for deaf children and 
their families in your area work together to provide the best support possible. They are based in health 
authority areas in England.  
 
 Why should I get involved?  
This is a chance to have a direct impact on your local services and how they work for you, your 
children and family, and the children and families of your local group. Have your say and shape the 
services deaf children in your area receive. 
 
 Who sits on CHSWGs?  
Parents of deaf children, as well as any other service users, and professionals who provide services for 
deaf children, such as teachers of the deaf, audiologists, and speech and language therapists. NDCS 
also tries to attend many CHSWG meetings. 
 
Our next meeting is Tuesday 19th September, 1.30-4.30, Westmorland General, Kendal. 
 
If you needed to leave early to collect children from school etc come to as much as you can. If you 
cannot make the meeting but want to add something to the agenda or have questions and queries then 
please forward these to me, I will collate and forward to the chair for consideration. 
 

 
MONEY – can often be a touchy subject BUT….. 
If there is something you feel that your deaf/hearing impaired child needs, 
something that would help them in their education or socially then here are 
some places who could help you. 
 
 

Lisa Watson Memorial fund – I can email you a copy of the application form. 
www.grantsforthedeaf.co.uk – go online to get the details. 
 
Ideas that people have applied for in the past – technology for college, ipads for signing 
apps/educational apps, 1-1 swimming lessons, driving lessons, extra tutoring and many more. 

http://www.grantsforthedeaf.co.uk
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Please do get in touch if you have any questions or queries about anything to do with your deaf/hearing 
impaired child/ren. 
 
Other services that we can help with are signposting to information and advice, support to fill in DLA forms 
(most deaf children are entitled to some level of DLA). Moral support from someone who has experienced 
something similar to what you are going through. Information regarding communication support etc. 
 
Please do get in touch 
 
Esther Palliser 
01228 210205 
Esther.palliser@cumbriadeaf.org.uk 
Facebook – Carlisle and Eden Deaf Children’s Society (closed group) 

mailto:Esther.palliser@cumbriadeaf.org.uk

